[Selective neck dissection in the treatment of supraglottic carcinoma].
To study the effectiveness of selective neck dissection (upper neck dissection, UND) in the treatment of N0 neck of supraglottic carcinoma. The upper neck dissection was designed according to the lymphatic drainage of the supraglottic larynx for the management of N0 neck. The records of the supraglottic carcinoma of T1-4 N0-1 M0 cases (168 patients), who were treated in 1976-1990 at this hospital, were analysed retrospectively. In this seires of 168 patients with no neck metastases pathologically a follow-up of five years after an upper neck dissection revealed a neck recurrence rate of 10.1% (17/168), which is comparable with those reported in the literature after selective neck dissection. Five year survival rate was 72.6% (122/168). Long-termed observation after UND for supraglottic carcinoma (T1-4 N0-1) resulted in satisfactory survival rates and regional control. It seems justifiable to do a selective neck dissection for N0 and selected N1 patients in order that more patients were exempted from enduring the morbidity following a comprehensive neck dissection.